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Ilcantiere Permare ha fornito le competenze tecniche per la costruzione. Andre Bacigalupo ha curato I'architettura navale. Ma I'a-
nima dentro questo fly di 26 metri ce I'ha messa il designer Alberto del Biondi. Che ha preso la matita e ha disegnato una barca...
The Permare shipyard supplied the technical know-how for her build while Andre Bacigalupo was responsible for the naval architectu-

re. But it was designer Alberto del Biondi who gave this 26-metre fly her personality by designing a boat that is a reflection of himself

A propria iImmagine e somiglianza

Giacomo Giulietti
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CREATED IN HIS IMAGE

Ne sutor ultra crepidam is an old Latin saying that translates
roughly as, “The shoemaker should not go beyond making
shoes,” words snapped by the painter Apelles to a
shoemaker who had the cheek to point out the erroneous
depiction of a slipper in one of his paintings and then
commenced criticising the rest of the picture.

Alberto del Biondi, however, isn't your average shoemaker:
the shoes he has designed have shod over 80 million feet
in the last few years. When he decided he wanted an Amer
86, he also decided he'd do it his own way. He involved
designers, architects and artisans from his company
Industria del Design and reinterpreted anything there was
to reinterpret. But the thing del Biondi didn't meddle with
was Andre Bacigalupo’s naval architecture.

Sabian Is the product of the frenetic creative process that
followed. She's a stunning challenge to convention, a 26-

Above, from left: the
unusual solution for the
lighting of the saloon
and a guest bathroom.
Below, from left: the fly
bridge with an
extendible dining table
and the bridge with a
close-up of the
staircase that leads
down to the forward
sleeping quarters.
Opposite page: Sabian's
saloon seen from the
stern: note the teak
flooring. Below: the
Amer 86 under way.

metre flying bridge that is nothing short of a stylistic
revolution. Every last detail has been designed and
tailored by the designer himself to suit his own needs.
“l'initially thought | wanted something even more
radical, particularly with regard to the windows in the
superstructure on the main deck. But that's just one
detail. The work that we did is unconventional enough
by the standards of today's yachts," del Biondi declared
of his new toy. Even Sabian’s gelcoat is different.
Normally there are only three colours to be seen on the
docksides during the summer: white, navy and beige.
But Sabian breaks free of all that with her wonderfully
elegant light grey livery. The spaces between the panels
of the teak flooring are also done out in the same grey,
running in a single stretch of wood from the cockpit
right inside the saloon and on up to the bridge. The two
parallel lines of lights subtly tucked away into the
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tutti i cieletti ribadiscono questa continuita. Gli spazi sottocoperta
sono una materializzazione del concetto di human design:
ambienti esteticamente gradevoli e funzionali. 1l rovere impregnato
degli arredi si armonizza qui con materiali naturali: pelle, bio-coto

ne e fibra di cocco. I volumi sono dominati dalle linee rette e la
soluzione di unire le basi dei divani in legno con il piano di cal

pestio e di eliminare anche le gambe del tavolo da pranzo per otto
persone (sostituite da due pannelli di legno a tutta larghezza)
accentua ancora di pit1 questa impostazione geometrica e ordi

nata. L'unica concessione evidente alle curve & a poppavia della
plancia di comando e dirimpetto al locale cucina, nella scala che
porta alla cabina vip a prua. Invece per la discesa a ridosso della
vetrata che divide il salone dall’esterno, la via che conduce 'ar

matore verso la sua suite a tutto baglio, il designer ha ripreso in
mano la squadra. Il curvilinee lo ha utilizzato appena, solo per
smussare gli angoli di quelle parti che altrimenti potrebbero es-
sere poco attente all'incolumita degli ospiti durante la navigazione,
come la struttura del letto nella cabina padronale. In ogni caso e
I'angolo retto a regnare, anche nei lavabi del bagno armatoriale
che si sviluppa per baglio dietro alla paratia su cui si appoggia il
letto. Come tutti gli altri locali servizi, ha il calpestio in teak inve-
ce che nel grigio chiaro delle cabine, un modo per definire piti con
i colori che con le porte gli ambienti di bordo. D'altra parte, il colo-
re e laluce, piti che gli oggetti, sono gli elementi che su Sabian arre-
dano. Al dila delle scarpe, Apelle non avrebbe potuto che apprez

zare |'ars cromatica del”calzolaio” Alberto del Biondi. 2

Sopra, la cabina vip a
prua. In tutti I locali c'e
una netta predominanza
delle linee rette: solo la
struttura del letto ha gli
spigoli smussati. Nella
pagina accanto: In alto,
I'ingresso alla cabina
armatoriale, sistemata
subito a poppavia della
mezzanave; in basso,
una cabina ospiti e, in
secondo plano, il bagno.
Above: the forward VIP
cabin. In all areas there
is a predominance of
stralght lines: only

the bed has softened
corners. Opposite page,
top: the entrance to the
owner's cabin positioned
immediately aft of the
amidship area; bottom:
a guest cabin and, in the
background, the
bathroom.

ceilings reiterate this sense of continuity too.

The below decks areas are all about human design.

Or rather human design put into practice.

Aesthetically, they are very pleasant and functional.

The oak of the furnishings goes beautifully with the rest
of the natural materials used: the leathers, the bio-cotton,
the coconut matting.

The volumes are dominated by clean, straight lines and
the idea of replacing the eight-seater table’s legs with
two full-beam wooden panels adds to this neat,
geometric look. The only curves inside are aft of the
bridge in the stairs leading to the VIP stateroom forward.
However, for the stairs that lead down to the owner’s
full-beam suite the designer most definitely used a

set square! Only the sharp angles that might skin shins
or jab tender areas, such as the structure of the bed

in the master cabin, have been somewhat softened

and rounded.

In general, however, angular is the byword, right down to
the hand-basins in the full-beam owner’s bathroom.

Like all the other bathrooms, it has a teak rather than
light grey flooring. This colour coding works as well as
doors in defining the areas aboard.

Light and colour more than objects are what really create
Sabian’s décor. However, we're still not sure that Apelles
would have approved!
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: SPECIFICATIONS
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